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Table III. Schematic overview of veterinary interventions based on the 
type of disaster.
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Earthquake * * * * * *

Volcanic eruptions * * * * * *

Avalanches and landslides * * * *

Flood * * * *

Exceptional weather events * * * *

Fires * * * *
Nuclear, radiological, biological 

and/or chemical event * * * * *

Humanitarian emergencies * * * * * *

• identification of the sources of food supply for 
the animals remaining available;

• identification of the facilities that remained 
active and usable. Of particular importance is 
the availability of places for the shelter of live 
animals, areas for the collection of carcasses, 
plants for their destruction (incinerators) and 
landfills;

• identification of mobile shelter structures 
(prefabricated, tents) and fencing nets, in order 
to create a shelter for small animals owned by 
the displaced within the tent camp; 

• control of synanthropic animals;

• control and recovery of unconventional and 
possibly dangerous animals, e.g. snakes, 
spiders;

• epidemiological surveillance and possible 
prophylaxis;

• epidemiological surveillance of transmissible 
animal diseases, and in particular of zoonoses; 

• epidemiological surveillance of toxicity and 
chemical and radioactive contamination 
phenomena;

• control of vectors of infectious diseases.

A schematic overview of veterinary interventions 
based on the type of disaster is resumed in Table III.

To ensure the feasibility of these activities, the 
recommended equipment of the veterinary teams 
is as follows:

• vehicles: veterinary teams must also be able to 
make available refrigerated transport vehicles 
for any requests that may come from legal 
institutions following catastrophes;

• orientation systems: local maps, GPS, compass;

• material for sampling and field analysis;

• the euthanasia option;

• the little margin of evaluation between the 
favourable and prolonged course of animal 
patients, considering long-term or permanent 
disabilities or recourse to intensive care;

• the difficulty of transport for large numbers 
of animals and some kind of species, as the 
non-conventional ones;

• limited veterinary medical resources (structures, 
materials, spare parts, and personnel, varying 
assistance capacity in the 24 hours);

• recognizing that the care given to animals still 
depends on the owner's disposable income, 
the “medical resources” do not only include 
facilities, materials, spare parts, personnel 
and time but also money. In a catastrophe, 
all the animals will receive the first courses, 
independently of the economic possibility 
of the owner (Wingfield and Palmer 2009, 
Wingfield et al. 2009).

This system requires a color code (red, yellow, 
green, orange, blue and black) that is well coded 
internationally to recognize the timeliness of the 
intervention (Wingfield and Palmer 2009, Wingfield 
et al. 2009):

• admission to the AVMC, feeding and eventual 
treatment of the animals affected by the 
catastrophe that need it;

• medical support for SAR K9 dogs, for research 
and recovery; 

• medical screening for each animal that arrives 
or leaves the disaster site;

• transfer of animals to a safe area;

• control of any euthanasia, in order to guarantee 
the least possible suffering to the animal;

• removal and disposal of carcasses with the 
organization of collection points that are easily 
accessible to the vehicles, taking into account 
the advisability of not creating excessive 
difficulties for the road traffic of rescue vehicles; 

• capture and identification of wandering 
animals and consequent control of stray dogs;

• organization of shelters and animal care, as 
follows: 

 - evacuation shelter for animals: animals 
kept in structures near the reception area 
of the owners, to facilitate the evacuation 
and care of them; 

 - response shelter: a kennel in which the 
animals are identified and can be found by 
their owners;

 - pet friendly shelter: organization in which 
animals and people are housed together;




