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hypothermia (37.1  °C). Tachypnea and discordant 
breathing effort were also detected. 

The CBC, serum chemistry profile and protein 
electrophoresis analysis were repeated. The 
most significant results were characterized by a 
severe leucocytosis (35.3  x  103/µl, reference range 
5.5‑19  x  103/µl) with neutrophilia (34.95  x  103/µl, 
reference range 2.5‑13.5  x  103/µl), lymphopenia 
(0.35  x  103/µl, reference range 1.5‑7  x  103/µl) and 
hyperbilirubinemia (1.61 mg/dl, reference range 
0.1‑0.5 mg/dl).

The cat was hospitalized and oxygen was 
administrated with a nasal catheter in an oxygen 
cage. Treatment included fluid therapy (Ringer's 
lactate solution), marbofloxacin (Marbocyl®) 2 mg/
kg daily intravenously, clarithromycin (Klacid®) 
10  mg/kg twice a day orally and ceftriaxone 
(Rocefin®) 10 mg/kg twice a day intravenously. After 
few days of therapy the cat died. 

At the necropsy, several greyish caseous nodules, 

Figure 5. Right lung (apical lobe) of the seven-year-old male Birman 
cat. Greyish nodules, of about 0.3-0.5 cm of diameter are disseminated 
throughout the lung parenchyma. 

Figure 6. Mesenteric lymph nodes of the seven-year-old male Birman 
cat. Severe enlargement of mesenteric lymph nodes.

Figure 7. Photomicrograph of the lung of the seven-year-old male 
Birman cat. Acid-fast staining revealed numerous positive bacilli inside 
macrophage cytoplasm. Ziehl-Neelsen stain. Magnification x 4.

Figure 8. Photomicrograph of the Birman cat’s tibial bone. 
Histopathology revealed granulomatous reaction with areas 
of necrosis, presence of epithelioid cells and fibroblasts 
surrounding bone trabeculae. In the inset a higher magnification 
of a granulomatous lesion is depicted. Haematoxylin-Eosin. 
Magnification x 4; inset x 20.

Figure 9. Photomicrograph of the Birman cat’s tibial bone. Numerous 
acid-fast bacilli in the cytoplasm of macrophages can be observed. 
Ziehl-Neelsen stain. Magnification x 20.


